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The Rite of the Autumnal Equinox
by Soror Tournesol and Frater Iskandar
Daughter of Sunset Lodge
"There was a maiden that strayed among the corn, and sighed; then grew a new birth, a
narcissus, and therein she forgot her sighing and her loneliness.
Even instantly rode Hades heavily upon her, and ravished her away."
(Liber LXV, I: 478)
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A circular space is cleared. At the centre is an altar, with a bundle
of ripe grain stalks which can be easily separated, one for each
Child, a bowl of pomegranate seeds, one for each Child and the
Mother, a book, and space for a bundle of flowers. (If grain stalks
are not available, fruit with mature seeds, or any other sort of seeds
may be used.) Ideally the ceremony should take place at sunset,
and any lights should be subdued.

Content

All stand in a circle around the altar.
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Mother steps out of the circle and stands by the altar, facing the
Hierophant.

Mother: The time of the Autumnal Equinox has come, as the Sun
journeys around the Earth and the Earth journeys around the Sun.

Hierophant: Sisters and Brothers, "Do what thou wilt shall be the
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whole of the Law." (Liber AL, I: 40)

All : "Love is the law, love under will." (AL, I: 57)
Hierophant: Let us celebrate the festival of the Autumnal Equinox.
Mother mixes the salt and water in a bowl, and says:

Mother: "Let the salt of Earth admonish the water to bear the
virtues of the Great Sea." (Genuflects) "Mother, be Thou adored!"
(Liber XV)

Steps outside the circle and purifies the four directions. At each
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cardinal point, starting with the East, she makes a cross and says:

Mother: "Pure will, unassuaged of purpose, delivered from the lust of result, is every way perfect."
(AL, I; 44)

Returns to her previous place.
Hierophant lights an incense at the altar and says:

Hierophant: "Let the Fire and the Air make sweet the world." (Genuflects) "Father, be Thou
adored!" (Liber XV)

Steps outside the circle and consecrates the four directions. At each cardinal point, starting with the
East, he makes a cross and says:

Hierophant: "I am uplifted in thine heart; and the kisses of the stars rain hard upon thy body." (AL,
II: 62)

Returns the incense to the altar, and returns to his previous place in the circle.

Hierophant: Let us adore the Sun. "Lord visible and sensible of whom this Earth is but a frozen

spark turning about thee with annual and diurnal motion, source of light, source of life, let thy
perpetual radiance hearten us to continual labor and enjoyment; so that as we are constant
partakers of thy bounty we may in our particular orbit give out light and life, sustenance and joy to
them that revolve about us without diminution of substance or effulgence for ever." (Liber XV)

Mother: Let us adore the Earth. "Mother of fertility on whose breast lieth water, whose cheek is

caressed by air, and in whose heart is the sun's fire, womb of all life, recurring grace of seasons,
answer favorably to the prayer of labor, and to pastors and husbandmen be thou propitious." (Liber
XV)

Child : Let us adore the Principles. "Mysterious energy, triform, mysterious Matter, in fourfold and

sevenfold division, the interplay of which things weave the dance of the Veil of Life upon the Face
of the Spirit, let there be Harmony and Beauty in your mystic loves, that in us may be health and
wealth and strength and divine pleasure according to the Law of Liberty; let each pursue his Will as
a strong man that rejoiceth in his way, as the course of a Star that blazeth for ever among the
joyous company of Heaven." (Liber XV)
Mother takes the flower from the Child to one side of the Hierophant, and gives the Child a stalk of
grain.
All take one step to the side, so that the next Child is before the Mother, and the Mother takes the
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flower from this Child. This is continued until all have given their flower and received grain. The
Mother steps back into the circle of Children, across from the Hierophant, and becomes one of
them.
Three steps are taken around the circle, and the teaching on the center is given:

Hierophant: This is the time of balance and harmony. Find your own center. "Balance against each

thought its exact opposite. For the Marriage of these is the Annihilation of Illusion." (The Heart of
the Master)
Three steps are taken around the circle, and the teaching on the inner world is given.

Mother: This is the time to turn to the inner world. "There are four gates to one palace; the floor of
that palace is of silver and gold; lapis lazuli and jasper are there; and all rare scents; jasmine &
rose, and the emblems of death." "Put on the wings, and arouse the coiled splendour within you:
come unto me!" (AL, I: 51 ; 61 )
Three steps are taken around the circle, and the teaching on the seed is given, while pomegranate
seeds are received from the Hierophant and eaten.

Hierophant: This is the time of the mystery of the seed. "I am the flame that burns in every heart of
man, and in the core of every star. I am Life and the giver of Life; yet therefore is the knowledge of
me the knowledge of death. I am alone; there is no God where I am." (AL, II: 6)
Children close their eyes.
Three steps are taken around the circle, and the teaching on the underworld is given.

Mother: This is the time to descend to the underworld. Understand the mystery of the maiden

ravished by Hades! "My adepts stand upright; their head above the heavens, their feet below the
hells." (Liber XC, 40) "I reveal unto you a great mystery. Ye stand between the abyss of height and
the abyss of depth." (Liber XC, 33) "Only if ye are sorrowful, or weary, or angry, or discomforted;
the ye may know that ye have lost the golden thread, the thread wherewith I guide you to the heart
of the groves of Eleusis." (Liber XC, 23)
Children open their eyes.
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Adoration of the Universe

All :

"Unity uttermost showed!
I adore the might of Thy breath,
Supreme and terrible God,
Who makest the gods and death
To tremble before Thee: I, I adore thee!
Appear on the throne of Ra!
Open the ways of the Khu!
Lighten the ways of the Ka!
The ways of the Khabs run through
To stir me or still me!
Aum! let it kill me! (AL, III: 37)
By Bes-na-Maut my breast I beat;
By wise Ta-Nech I weave my spell.
Show thy star-splendour, O Nuit!
Bid me within thine House to dwell,
O winged snake of light, Hadit!
Abide with me, Ra-Hoor-Khuit!"
(AL, III: 38)

Peter van Baurscheit the Elder : The Abduction of Persephone by Hades

Selection and conference of the new password. Bibliomancy to select the Word of the Equinox. Yi
King to select the Hexagram.
The Feast follows.
All quotations are © Ordo Templi Orientis; used with permission.
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NUMBER OF PLAYERS
2 to 3 PLAYERS will need:

by Annie Bones (Soror L.I.T.L.-L.U.W.)

• One Tarot deck
• A Tree of Life diagram (A guide for those who require a
For more than two decades ‘Snakes and Ladders’ has
sphere & path reference of where the tarot cards are
been my favourite all-time card game. Back in the late
located on the Tree of Life)
80’s/early 90’s I introduced the game at Victorious City
Lodge’s monthly “ladies cabal” gatherings, and from there
4 to 6 PLAYERS will need:
the social convention of introducing this informative and
exciting game has been the backbone of keeping students
• Two Tarot decks
of the mystic arts talking about the Tree of Life, and the
• A Tree of Life diagram (for reference / optional)
path-working thereof. It is an interactive way of
experiencing the Tree of Life while enjoying a good old
With 4 to 6 players you have a choice. You can break up
fashioned card game. Not only does this game allow the
the players into two separate groups, with each group
student of Qabalism to quickly get to know the subject
using their own tarot deck – OR – you can merge two
matter at hand, each round of game playing suggests a
identical decks, of the same size, to be mixed together as
divinatory message for each player. It also allows for
a single playing deck so that the whole group of players
conversations to arise about the attributes of the Thoth
can join in on one game. Now don’t be squeamish, this
deck and the attributes and placement of the tarot cards
bold move does entail shuffling two tarot decks together
upon the Tree of Life. This is a game of path-working – a
and playing with a full set of DECKS!
ruthless but fun, adventurous, competitive, magickal sport!
78 + 78 = 1 56.
May the best Magus cross the abyss and savour the bliss
of reaching the crown.
Let’s get started, shall we?

TAROT DECK SIZE AND CHOICE
Dear Thelemites who love their Thoth decks, for those of
you who have trouble handling the large editions of the
Thoth deck, I recommend using the smaller edition. You
may want to invest in some new cards for the purpose of
game playing and multiple handling as I would not expect
you to sacrifice your special editions to the rough handlers
in the crowd. To all I say: if it suits your purpose, any tarot
deck(s) may be used in this game. The more you play, the
quicker you and your opponents will learn your subject
matter and you’ll surely find out which decks work best for
you.

[Side note: It was nice to discover this significant “Babalon
effect” - as I called it - using two tarot decks to intertwine
two universes, creating double the fun and excitement,
with double the chance for inspiration and discovery, to
serve as 156, BABALON, THE VICTORIOUS QUEEN]

HOW TO PLAY
THE GOAL OF THE GAME
The object or goal of the game of ‘Snakes and Ladders’ is
to get from MALKUTH (the tenth sphere – The Kingdom),
where everyone must begin at the bottom of the tree, up
to KETHER (the first sphere – The Crown), at the top of
the tree. The first player to do so is declared the winner.
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OVERVIEW

(Numbered arcana & Court Cards).

Every player will have a hand of cards dealt to them and
will develop their own upturned card pile in front of them,
and the card showing at the top of that pile will determine
and reveal the precise position that the player is located
on the Tree of Life at any given point in the game. You will
begin by manifesting in MALKUTH (the tenth sphere), and
from there each player will make one move at a time for
each turn until the winning player’s final turn reaches the
sphere of KETHER by using an Ace, a Knight, or the Wild
Card (The Fool).

BASIC STRATEGIES
For the most part, the goal is to reach the top, one turn at
a time, and you may do that with whatever strategy best
suits your logical, intuitive, and magickally ingenious,
sensibilities. The strategies will come to you as you
examine the strength of your playing hand, the luck of the
draw, and the karmic synchronicity, as well as retributions,
of your interplay with others. In the process of getting
ahead and attempting to move forward, you or your
opponent may choose to send a player one step back by
trumping their pile. Naturally, the advantage you gain by
sending someone back will slow that player down long
enough for you to either catch up to them and pass them,
or simply speed ahead to the finish line from a higher
place. However, sometimes the unexpected can occur,
just when you think you know who will win, the tides may
turn quickly, and the competitive spirit of reeking havoc on
another player’s path-working will start to become just as
fascinating as the will to reach the top.

Important Note:
If you will, you can play this game the other way around.
You can start at the top of the Tree of Life, instead of the
bottom, and work your way from conception (KETHER)
down towards manifestation (MALKUTH). For the curious
Qabalist, each way of playing this game has its interesting
and revealing points, but for the time being, I will
emphasize the game strategies in these instructions from
the standpoint of starting at the bottom and working up to
the top. Whatever you decide to do, set your rules and
attributions straight, experiment, and play often.
Your main decisions of whether to keep or play key cards
will tend to revolve around the activities of the sphere of
THE RULES OF TAVELLING ON THE TREE OF LIFE
6.) TIPHERETH. As you can see by observing the number
of trump paths that converge upon this “Grand Central
You may only travel on the tree ONE MOVE (player turn) Station” of the middle pillar, there are numerous chances
AT A TIME. You must start out at MALKUTH, the tenth within the playing field to speed ahead, or to be sent
sphere, and work your way up the tree through the behind. Anticipate the possibility of being sent back from
numbers (spheres) in succession. This is a countdown as this station {Tiphereth) by maintaining some of the cards
you travel up the tree, and you must follow the numbers in you may need (sevens, eights, nines, Princes, Knights, or
order from 1 0 to 9 to 8Y7, 6, 5Y(etc.), but you may not The Fool) to break the fall and continue traveling upwards
skip any numbers (spheres) in the sequence unless you again. For once you’ve been sent back, you must come
use a trump card to take a shortcut to that number up with the number card of the sphere, where you’ve been
(sphere) to which you are headed. You may go backwards sent back to, before proceeding back up the tree.
in succession through the numbers (spheres) if you want
to, and on odd occasions some players do. They may Once an opposing player has reached the sphere of
wish to skip back to the last number (sphere) in order to TIPHERETH, it is practically imperative to send them back
use a specific trump they are holding to take a shortcut (trump them) if you can as soon as possible; as they might
elsewhere. Each tarot card acts like a ticket to allow you be lucky enough to possess in their playing hand the key
to travel on a path (Trump), or to enter a spherical domain trump cards (especially the Priestess, Lovers, &/or Star) to
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send them speeding swiftly and safely across the abyss
towards the winning move.

ATTRIBUTES OF THE TAROT CARDS
ON THE TREE
THE TRUMPS (MAJOR ARCANA) ON THE 22 PATHS
The twenty-two trump cards (numbered 0. through 21 .)
are located, naturally, on the twenty-two paths. It doesn’t
much matter which system of attributes you use for the
trumps on the paths, as long as you’re clear as to which
system you’re using. It doesn’t matter whether or not you
choose to use the traditional system of the Golden Dawn
or the attributes of Aleister Crowley where he switches the
positioning, and hence the locations, of IV. THE
EMPEROR and XVII. THE STAR. Pick a system and use
that system throughout your game.
Path Attributes of Aleister Crowley’s System
0. FOOL (Between 1. Kether & 2. Chokmah)
1. MAGUS (Between 1. Kether & 3. Binah)
2. PRIESTESS (Between 1. Kether & 6. Tiphereth)
3. EMPRESS (Between 2. Chokmah & 3. Binah)
4. EMPEROR (Between 7. Netzach & 9. Yesod)
5. HIEROPHANT (Between 2. Chokmah & 4. Chesed)
6. LOVERS (Between 3. Binah & 6. Tiphereth)
7. CHARIOT (Between 3. Binah & 5. Geburah)
8. LUST (Between 4. Chesed & 5. Geburah)
9. HERMIT (Between 4. Chesed & 6. Tiphereth)
10. WHEEL (Between 4. Chesed & 7. Netzach)
11. ADJUSTMENT (Between 5. Geburah & 6. Tiphereth)
12. HANGED MAN (Between 5. Geburah & 8. Hod)
13. DEATH (Between 6. Tiphereth & 7. Netzach)
14. ART (Between 6. Tiphereth & 9. Yesod)
15. DEVIL (Between 6. Tiphereth & 8. Hod)
16. TOWER (Between 7. Netzach & 8. Hod)
17. STAR (Between 2. Chokmah & 6. Tiphereth)
18. MOON (Between 7. Netzach & 10. Malkuth)
19. SUN (Between 8. Hod & 9. Yesod)

Volume I - Number III - Winter Solstice 2013 e.v.
20. AEON (Between 8. Hod & 10. Malkuth)
21. UNIVERSE (Between 9. Yod & 10. Malkuth)

THE NUMBERED CARDS AND COURT CARDS
(Minor Arcana) ON THE TEN SPHERES
Note that the numbered minor arcana cards are attributed
to the identical number of each sphere: for example, Aces
are in the first sphere (Kether), twos are located in the
second sphere (Chokmah), the threes are in the third
sphere (Binah), fours in the fourth (Chesed), and so on.
The numbered cards and court cards are located on the
ten spheres, not the paths, of the tree. The court cards are
traditionally located in the following positions:
Knights of Thoth (or “Kings” in other decks) are in
CHOKMAH (the second sphere) along with the twos. The
Queens are in BINAH (the third sphere) along with the
threes. The Princes of Thoth (or “Knights” in other decks)
are traditionally located in TIPHERETH (the sixth sphere),
and lastly, the Princesses of Thoth (or “Pages” in other
decks) are in MALKUTH (the tenth sphere).
Scratch every Court Card attribution you just did, or didn’t,
agree with in the above paragraph. The above noted court
cards’ traditional positions on the tree have been changed
in this game. I received the best working attributes, for the
sake of making this game work smoothly, from brother
Gerald Schuster. He has relocated the COURT CARDS by
placing them directly up the four spheres of the middle
pillar. The best attributes of the minor arcana for the
Snakes and Ladders card game works like this:
1 KETHER = The Four ACES & KNIGHTS
2 CHOKMAH = The Four TWOS
3 BINAH = The Four THREES
4 CHESED = The Four FOURS
5 GEBURAH = The Four FIVES
6 TIPHERETH = The Four SIXES & QUEENS
7 NETZACH = The Four SEVENS
8 HOD = The Four EIGHTS
9 YESOD = The Four NINES & PRINCES
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it – face up – next to the concealed pile. This starts the
discard pile. Turns are then taken in a deosil (clockwise)
THE WILD CARD AND SUBSTITUTION CARDS
fashion. On each turn the player will have an option to
choose his card from the upturned discard pile or the
THE FOOL TRUMP is the WILD CARD in this game.
concealed draw pile. Each player only draws ONE CARD
The Fool is absolutely wild and may be used as ANY per turn.
TRUMP (path) – OR – ANY NUMBER CARD (sphere). If
you’re lucky enough to receive this card, you’ll only get ORGANIZING YOUR HAND
one crack at using it [or two if you’re playing with two
decks], so be sure to use it wisely. Is it an irony or a The players will naturally take a minute or two to organize
sublime truth to use the FOOL wisely? You decide!
their hands. It is recommended that you section off the
numbered and court card suits in succession, one through
The four KNIGHTS, as well as the four Aces, are ten, and the trumps are arranged in order separately from
attributed to sphere #1 .) KETHER. However, the the numbered cards for easy reference. However, the
KNIGHTS may be declared as ANY NUMBER card and cards may be organized in whatever way works best for
used on ANY SPHERE. For example: if you need to get to each consummate player’s crafty mind.
sphere # 8.), Hod, and you have no number eight card to
use, you can use a Knight card as a substitute and EACH PLAY
proclaim him an eight. However, the Knights may not be
used as a substitute for a trump, they’re just a ticket to the Everyone is holding - let’s say - 11 cards for this game,
spheres only.
and it’s the turn of the first player. They have not
established, or manifested, their position in MALKUTH
(the tenth sphere) yet, but that is their first priority. There
TO BEGIN THE GAME
are three actions to each turn.
10 MALKUTH = The Four TENS & PRINCESSES

THE DEALS AND EACH TURN

1. PICK A CARD

The cards are dealt out much in the same way as in Gin
Rummy. The dealer shuffles, the player on the left cuts the
cards, and then the dealer deals to the left. The dealer
deals 7, 9, OR 11 cards to each player. If you are playing
with just one deck and three people, I recommend dealing
only 7 cards so that there are more cards in the draw pile.
9 or 11 cards per hand will work best with just two players.
After a few rounds, you’ll get your own idea of how many
playing cards work best for a person’s playing hand.

ALWAYS DRAW ONE CARD FROM ONE OF THE TWO
DEALER PILES FIRST. The player is holding 11 cards,
they pick up ONE CARD ONLY from one of two places –
the upturned pile or the concealed pile.
[Always count your cards before picking up if you’ve
forgotten whether or not you have already drawn]
2. CALCULATE YOUR PLAY

AFTER THE SHUFFLE – DEALER’S FIRST MOVES

After drawing one card the player is now holding 1 2 cards
in their hand. In order to establish their starting position in
After the dealer deals out the cards, they place the Malkuth, they must determine if they have either a number
remaining cards face down in a central draw pile. The ten card – OR – a Princess (Page in other decks) card in
dealer then upturns the top card from that pile and places order to manifest.
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THE POWER OF THE TRUMPS (PATHS)
3. MAKE YOUR PLAY (By Discarding One Card)

The player holding 1 2 cards must discard ONE CARD
ONLY to complete their turn. They have a choice of
playing either a ten or a Princess which will establish their
manifestation into MALKUTH, and end their first turn. If
they do so, they now have an active ‘player pile’ which is
always upturned in front of them and reveals to everyone
where on the Tree of Life they have established their
position. If they do not have a ten (or Princess) card to
manifest their ‘player pile,’ they must finish their turn by
discarding one of their 1 2 cards on the upturned, central
discard pile. The next player will then have a choice to use
the discarded upturned card or to take a new card from
the concealed pile.
As the game progresses you may have a few options
each time you take step three and MAKE YOUR PLAY.
You can: 1 .) Place a card on your player pile to move
forward and establish a new placement on the tree, or 2.)
Discard a trump on an opponent’s pile to send him back,
or 3.) If you have no acceptable options you must choose
which card you want to part with, and then place it upright
on the central discard pile.

SHORTCUTS TO THE SEPHIROTH BY USING A
TRUMP
Here’s an example of a shortcut move: if a player has
established their position in 7.) Netzach, and they want to
proceed up the tree by taking a shortcut to 4.) Chesed,
they will have to come up with X. THE WHEEL OF
FORTUNE and place it on top of their seven (Netzach)
card as one of their moves. Before using the WHEEL
trump, it would be wise of the player to have a four or a
Knight in their hand to secure the position on their next
move to 4.) Chesed. Otherwise, they may have to go back
down the tree and establish their position in 7.) Netzach
again if they end up squandering too many turns on THE
WHEEL PATH waiting for a four or a Knight to come up.

This game is called ‘Snakes and Ladders’ and the trumps
are emphasized as being the power cards. They may be
used to take a shortcut from a lower sphere to a higher
sphere (LADDER MOVE) – OR – a trump card may be
played on your opponent’s pile which will send them
traveling (SNAKE MOVE) back down the tree from their
existing position to the co-joining sphere at the other end
of that tarot card’s path. Your snake-trumped opponent
must come up with the corresponding number card (or
court card) for the sphere they’re being sent back to, and
they must manifest in that lower sphere by playing that
card before they can begin traveling back up (or across)
the tree on their next move.

SNAKE MOVES, BABY!
Once the other players in the game have managed to
work their way far enough up the tree, you may notice that
you’re holding a trump card that would send them back to
a preceding sphere. So, during a single play, after you
take step one of picking a card, you then have the option
of calculating a SNAKE MOVE – step two. You may then
make your play (step three) by playing one upturned
trump on your opponent’s player pile. That trump with
which you’ve chosen to send your opponent back, must
connect to the sphere where your opponent is located. It’s
up to you whether you want to send them forward or back.
Make sure you discard this trump onto the top of their
player pile, not yours. Note that you will be forfeiting your
chance to move on the tree during this particular play, but
sometimes that’s ideal if you have no way to move on your
own path, or if stalling your opponent is essential to keep
them from winning.
For example: if your opponent is in Tiphereth (the sixth
sphere) and you make your one play by placing the XIII.
DEATH trump over their upturned six or Queen on their
pile, that player is being sent back down the tree to 7.)
Netzach, and now they must await their next turn, and
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then they must come up with a seven card on top of that
DEATH trump before they can proceed, in the following
turn, back up to Tiphereth where they came from. Of
course they will need to come up with another six or
Queen to manifest once again in Tiphereth.

PATHS ARE SAFETY ZONES
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the players do this, they will be giving up their post game
path-work reading for divination, so they might want to
have a glance or two at the succession of their travel
pattern before surrendering their cards.

DIVINATION (Interpreting the Signs During and After
the Game)

This game is a diviner’s paradise! There is no end to the
ways you can interpret the cards you are dealt, and how
you choose to use them. At the end of every game there is
a signature pattern of path-working that each player has
traveled. The individual ‘player piles’ are the looking glass
of how that player’s akashic record speaks to the symbolic
road they travel. In this game there are countless
moments where I have experienced the repeat pattern of
certain cards gravitating in my direction, thus indicating
what kinds of situations and circumstances I’ve been
attracting into my life. Repeat patterns tend to occur with
surprising accuracy as the repetition of certain cards are a
definitive statement of what parts of the Tree of Life you
will tend to find yourself. After a few rounds of the game,
you may notice a tendency on your part to travel up one
side, or the other side of the tree, and this makes for some
interesting insights into what sort of karma is taking place
WHAT TO DO IF YOU RUN OUT OF CARDS ON THE with you and Holy Qabalah. Getting “stuck” too often, or
for too long, in one area of the tree may be an indication
DRAW PILE
of one place you are stagnant, reliant upon, or currently
Occasionally this will happen, particularly if you are challenged by in real life.
playing with just one deck and three players; everyone is
turning circles around the middle pillar and the draw pile For instance: Do you keep ending up getting stuck in 5.)
suddenly disappears. When this occurs, the dealer may Geburah? Perhaps the sphere of Mars is trying to tell you
take the upturned discard pile, shuffle it well, and flip it that you are currently battling your way through life with a
over to be used as a new deck pile from which to draw. strong competitive spirit, or maybe you are undergoing a
The dealer will also flip over the top card to establish a conflict of interest. It could be that you have some anger
new discard pile, and for the next player to have two piles issues to work on, or perhaps you need to take action in
from which to choose for their next play. If there is a glitch your life in order to move past a certain situation.
in combination of the remaining cards and nobody
appears to be moving anywhere, the players may have to Do you keep drawing the Priestess and beating the pants
volunteer the cards under their own pile back to the dealer off of everybody? Well you are truly awesome as you have
where they go back into the draw pile so that a new reached a place in your life of attracting spiritual
reserve of options may keep them moving. Of course, if enlightenment, inner illumination, divine knowledge, and
Whether it’s been used to go forward or back, if a trump is
showing on the top of your pile, until you have established
your position back on the sphere where you’re headed, no
one can send you back down the tree; you can only be
snake-trumped by someone if you’re located on a sphere.
A trump position is considered a safety zone, but it may
not be of much comfort to your sense of mobility if the
hand of cards you’re holding does not have the sphere
card you need next to keep moving. It is a good strategy
and policy to be sure that you have the number (or court
card) of the sphere you’re heading to in your hand before
using a trump to take a shortcut to that sphere. Otherwise,
you may end up being stuck on that trump path taking
several turns drawing from the draw pile in search of the
necessary number (or court) card that you need.
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wisdom.
Maybe you keep attracting and hoarding the four Aces to keep others from winning. That’s no good! You know,
eventually, you’ll have to focus your efforts on getting past certain projects that have been languishing in the start-up
stages of your life, or you may have to drop some of those undeveloped projects altogether.
Okay, you get the idea, playing this amazing tarot card game will give you a lot of clues as to what is going on with you
and the dynamics of your interaction with others. So, what are you waiting for? A new adventure awaits you and your
friends through the mystical labyrinth of Qabalistic discovery!

ANY QUESTIONS? - CORRECTIONS? - INSIGHTS? - COMMENTARIES?
Feel free to contact me, “Annie Bones” at: secretary@oto-canada.org
[Please use the words ‘Snakes & Ladders’ in the title so that I know what topic I am addressing]
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Eros - This is seen by North American culture as sexual

love. However, this is not its proper use. Eros really refers
to attraction. It can refer to a love in the sense of dating
relationships as well as marriage of course. Plato’s idea of
Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.
eros was that of attraction but also appreciation. He felt
that though eros is initially felt for a single person, with
We are Thelemites. We take that title from the name of contemplation it becomes an appreciation for the beauty
our spiritual path called Thelema. Thelema means Will; within that person. It can even become an appreciation for
more accurately, True Will. It would seem to be an all beauty itself.
appropriate name for the path, considering the focus of
our work is to place oneself in harmony with our True Will. Philia - This word really refers to the love between family
and/or friends. It is more appropriately used for the
For those familiar with Isopsephy we can see that the interaction between lovers than eros. Hence why today
word Thelema equates to 93. Every Thelemite must why we use it in reference to sexual desires such as
understand this or else make it very hard for themselves necrophilia, pedophilia, etc. However Aristotle referred to it
to function in the Thelemic community since we use the as a dispassionate virtuous love. This definition makes it
number frequently as a greeting in substitution of the Law. more appropriate in reference to friendships and those
There is another word that also equates to 93 that all who enjoy similar activities together. So it has a better
Thelemites are aware of but we seem to place very little place describing the love between good friends or a
focus on in discussion with one another.
boyfriend and girlfriend. Sex definitely an activity that
people enjoy together but philia doesn’t have to be in
This article attempts to bring to light the importance of this reference to just that.
word to Thelemites in the hopes that it will not be pushed Storge - This word is in reference to natural affection. A
aside in the course of an individual's study of the work. good example of natural affection is the affection of a
This word is Agape. Just as Thelema means True Will, parent for its offspring. It is almost exclusively used in
Agape means True Love. What we will be investigating in ancient and modern Greek in reference to relationships
this article is the meaning of this and how we Thelemites within a family.
can use this idea to help ourselves and our tradition grow.
Agape - Finally, the word in question. Agape is used in
The best place to start is the meaning of the word Agape modern Greek to refer to unconditional love. In ancient
and its origins. Agape is a Greek word, it is one of many Greek it had a slightly different usage. It was used in
words for love. The others are eros, philia, and storge. reference in the ancient world to a deeper affection or
This is an amazing concept for those that speak English, “true love.” This could be in reference to how you would
because we have only one word which is Love. This word feel toward a spouse or a child as well as anyone that you
encompasses many ideas and concepts. This is very would hold in high regard. It fell into use amongst the early
confusing for people in our culture because there are in Christians who saw it easily fitting with the idea of love for
fact many forms of what we call love and as a result God. This of course would have to be unconditional. It is
everyone has a different definition of what love is. Surely used in many passages in the Greek Bible. A great
all have witnessed this in their own lives. The ancient and example of the Christian use of the word is this quote from
modern Greeks understand that there are many forms of Matthew 5:43-48:
love as well as you or I. Therefore, they have many words
for love which are as follows:

by Frater Elrich (Amon-Ra Lodge)
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"43. Ye have heard that it hath been said, THOU SHALT Unconditional Love. This can be seen as a sacrificial thing
LOVE (Agape) THY NEIGHBOUR, AND HATE THINE but also to be bigger than yourself you must love
unconditionally. Even love those that would be your
ENEMY.
“enemy”. It is easy to love your brother; it is much harder
44. But I say unto you, Love (Agape) your enemies, bless to love your enemy. This brings us to Liber II: The
them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and Message of the Master Therion.
pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute
“Lo, while in The Book of the Law is much of Love, there is
you;
no word of Sentimentality. Hate itself is almost like Love!
45. That ye may be the children of you Father which is in “As brothers fight ye!”...”
heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on
the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. Now that we understand in what contexts this word has
been used in the past and how that relates to Thelema, it
46. For if ye love them which love you, what reward have is essential now to try and define how we as Thelemites
view the word and what it means to our tradition. This
ye? Do not even the publicans the same?
involves the uses previously presented by past systems
47. And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more as has been demonstrated, but goes much deeper. The
first place to start in order to define what Agape means we
than others? Do not even the publicans so?
must look further at what the prophet says about the word.
48. Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is
We’ll start then by looking at one of Crowley’s most
in heaven is perfect."
succinct works on the philosophy of Thelema which is
This use of the word can carry through into Thelema. We titled Liber 1 50: De Lege Libellum.
see it slightly differently than the Christians have used it
but this definition can still be applied to the Thelemic “IT IS WRITTEN that “Love is the law, love under will.”
concept of Agape. Upon reading the above quote from Herein is an Arcanum concealed, for in the Greek
Matthew instantly sections from Liber Librae: sub figura Language Agape, Love, is of the same numerical value as
Thelema, Will. By this we understand that the Universal
XXX are brought to mind. These are as follows:
Will is of the nature of Love.
“6.Be not hasty to condemn others; how knowest thou that
in their place, thou couldst have resisted the temptation? Now Love is the enkindling in ecstacy of Two that will to
And even were it so, why shouldest thou despise one who become One. It is thus an Universal formula of High
Magick. For see now how all things, being in sorrow
is weaker than thyself?”
caused by dividuality, must of necessity will Oneness as
“11 . Do good unto others for its own sake, not for reward, their medicine.”
not for gratitude from them, not for sympathy. If thou art
generous, thou wilt not long for thine ears to be tickled by At this point we’re getting closer to a greater
understanding of the Thelemic concept of agape. Crowley
expressions of gratitude.”
refers to this love as being the ecstasy of union between
Both the quote above from the New Testament as well as two things. Sorrow is caused by division. Oneness is
the above quotes from The Book of the Balances we can therefore the medicine for that sorrow. Crowley states the
see a use in Christianity as well as Thelema for following in Letter C in the Introduction of Magick Without
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Tears.
“The Great Work is the uniting of opposites. It may mean
the uniting of the soul with God, of the microcosm with the
macrocosm, of the female with the male, of the ego with
the non-ego – or what not.
By “love under will” one refers to the fact that the method
in every case is love, by which is meant the uniting of
opposites as above stated, such as hydrogen and
chlorine, sodium and oxygen, and so on. Any reaction
whatever, any phenomenon, is a phenomenon of “love,”...
But love has to be “under will” if it is to be properly
directed. You must find your True Will, and make all your
action subservient to the one great purpose.”
This quote is likely the best look into Crowley’s idea of
True Love. Not only does he again focus on idea of union
but also he uses the words union with God. That alone
bringing us back to the Christian use of Agape. He also
states that it is any union that takes place at any instant.
This relates back to his earlier writings in De Lege
Libellum which was above quoted. Suffering is due to
separation and the ecstasy is in the union of any two
things.

Volume I - Number III - Winter Solstice 2013 e.v.

This greatly elaborates on what Crowley said in Magick
Without Tears. Love must be directed by the Will. Seeking
the True Will is the ultimate purpose of Thelema and Love
is the method. Not only is it the method but it is the nature
of the True Will. Therefore as Thelemites we must
recognize the concept of Unconditional Love as essential
to the Great Work.
Agape is therefore undisputedly connected to Thelema.
True Love is the nature of the True Will and the Universal
formula of High Magick. Unconditional Love leading to the
ecstasy of Union with The Holy Guardian Angel and
inevitably the True Will.
Love is the law, love under will.

Originally published in Athanor: The Journal of AmonRa Lodge O.T.O.,
no. 2.

In these two writings alone we can see Crowley state that
this union or true love is not only “an Universal formula of
High Magick” but also the basis of the Great Work. Joy is
in the union. We must seek Oneness.
Crowley further states in the afore mentioned Liber II: The
Message of the Master Therion to explain this concept
further.
“Elsewhere it is written – surely for our great comfort –
“Love is the law, love under will.”
This is to be taken as meaning that while Will is the Law,
the nature of that Will is Love. But this Love is as it were a
by-product of that Will; it does not contradict or supersede
that Will; and if apparent contradiction should arise in any
crisis, it is the Will that will guide us aright.”
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REVISITED
© Bruce E. Rosenberg, 2006
Amon-Ra Lodge
So easily gained, that tranquil plane of pensive mind,
Traversing upon impinging waves, at the waters’ edge;
A genie’s imprint returned as a solitary line across the sand,
Conjured by naked reflections of a doubtful pledge.
From a tortured and twisted edifice of a burning instant,
As a taxi cab of flesh brought to its next fare;
Anew with an inquisitive swarm of electric merchants,
Pulled and dragged down, reluctantly to bear.
Upon an ultimate design of a rose affixed in the sand,
With an hypnotic gaze causing time and space to collide,
In a workmanlike fashion that reassures the careless man,
To empty himself in an emerging place where none can
hide.
Who can raise a scintilla of doubt of the throw of jeweled
dice,
That gives fate’s return an echoing and absolute silence,
In the shape of a tempered will as cold as splintered ice?
Thus spake the wind’s refrain, in possessing this ephemeral
place.
Each portent, a blunt instrument running to find its mark,
And shattering a universe, while stumbling in the dark.

9 22 1 3
As summer lay dying in the arms of winter He dared to ask
her "Where are you going my love?"
"My world tilted when you brushed against my blossoms.
I am ending and nothing remains but shells.
I die to feed them with my fruit."
Winter stayed to cover her with his icy blood until he
became bored and slid away with the rain.

Cynddydd
Daughter of Sunset Lodge
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Super-Altar
by Soror Laylah
Quartermaster - O.T.O. Canada
Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.

This is a proposal for a super-altar that is easy to assemble, dismantle, store and transport. It can
be used as a part of the furnishing of a permanent E.G.C. Temple; however, it is specifically
designed to aid the ad hoc performances of the Gnostic mass in situations where a permanent
Temple is lacking.
The proposed design is based on the super-altar by Collective 777 art guild of the O.T.O. Australia
that was installed for the public performance of the E.G.C. O.T.O. mass at the S.H. Ervin Gallery,
Sydney, on 1 5 September 201 3 e.v.
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The super-altar’s aesthetics is based in its simplicity. Its functionality is enhanced by the fact that
such super-altar can be easily stored and transported.
It consists of three alike and progressively smaller elements that are stacked on top of each other
in a pyramidal fashion.

The pyramidal front panels have the upper ledge, which serves to protect candles and other props
from sliding.
For a complete sturdiness of the structure, the pyramidal front panels of the upper two elements
have a lower ledge that fits into the groove of their respective underlying elements.
The elements are hollow at the bottom, so that they could be easily stored by fitting them one into
another like a set of nesting pots.
The size is modified as to allow the placement of the full set of candles and other props as
prescribed in O.T.O. E.G.C. Canon missae.
When set in place, the total height of the super-altar is 1 08 cm (36x3).
The length at its base is 1 32 cm and the width 44 cm.
When the elements are nested into one another for storage or transport, they take the volume of
1 32cm x 44cm x 36 cm.
For more details, please, see the technical draft on the next page.
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In the Daughter of Sunset Lodge, we have made the super-altar in ½ inch plywood tinted red.

It provides a magnificent visual backrest for the enthroned Priestess. The front panels can be
further decorated with sacred symbols and images in accordance with artistic canons of personal
preference.
Love is the law, love under will.
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Local Body Report
Mystic Rose Oasis – Montréal, QC
by Frater S.`.
Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.

Mystic Rose Oasis continues to grow. In the last year we have initiated several Minervals. We
have also exercised our Charter by bestowing all the M.`.M.`.M.`. degrees.
This spring Frater Asclépios has taken the III°. Frater Asclépios has to have broken a record (in
Canada at least) as it had been 30 years between his II° and his III°. In that time period he travelled
the orient, receiving distinguished degrees in Religious Studies. He told us that all that time the
O.T.O. was always with him and in the back of his mind. I’m proud to say that I have
recommended him to receive an Initiation Charter which he now has. Congratulations Frater!
Last Spring Equinox, we had a group ritual to celebrate the Thelemic New Year followed by a potluck feast and a meet and greet with members of the public. In June we held a public event in
which we screened two films by Reel Time Images: Aleister Crowley: The Beast 666, a film by
Donna Zuckerbrot and Jack Parsons: Jet Propelled Antichrist, a film by Daniel Zuckerbrot. The
Zuckerbrots gave us permission to screen the films publically and wrote an introduction that I read
for the event. The public was invited and enjoyed the film accompanied by snacks and drinks, a
question period followed.
In the summer months we held II° and I° initiations as extra events and continued our regular
monthly Lodge type meetings.
This Fall we moved to a new location and have an agreement to rent space in a studio because the
Mélange Magique Bookstore where we previously held our meetings closed. Thanks go out to the
staff and owners of The Mélange Magique as they were most gracious to allow us the use of their
third floor space for a full year. The new space is large, clean and has all facilities for our meetings
and a nice lounge area as well that we can use for social events and our feasts. There are several
nearby pubs and we have on occasion socialized outside the monthly meetings there.
We held a Fall Equinox Ritual and had a meet and greet with members of the public in the lounge
area afterward. We have met several new people and there is growing interest in our group. We
are seriously planning setting up a permanent Temple space and we have many projects on the
drawing boards; 201 4 e.v. will be a very busy year for us.
Love is the law, love under will.
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The Art of Jean-Michel Cholette
Mystic Rose Oasis

I’ve been reading and practicing Crowley’s magick for more
than twenty years. This solid pillar of knowledge and
wisdom has proven itself a key factor in my intense love
and fascination for life, death and creation itself. I express
myself through many forms of art, from music with bands to
painting, sculpture and holographic instalations. I’ve created
a great series of nearly thirty airbrush paintings dealing with
demons and human horrors. I exhibited next to great
masters such as H.R Giger throughout Europe for a visual
interpretation of H.P. Lovecraft.
I am presently exhibiting, in Montréal, a series of ten new
paintings expressing, beyond words, the liberation of inner
light and the true self.
Picture of the artist doing a live piece
Foufounes Electriques - Montreal, QC

I now present to you some of my most profound work.

Rituel - 48"x96" - acrylic on wood

© Ordo Templi Orientis Canada - Page 21

The Serpent Flame
OTO Canada Newsletter

Volume I - Number III - Winter Solstice 2013 e.v.

Brain Control - 60"x36" - acrylic on wood
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Baphömet - 48"x24" (2007)

www.art-cholette.com
These art pieces can be purchased
through direct contact at:

jean-michelcholette@hotmail.com

OM - 48"x24" - acrylic on wood
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Book Reviews
Making Sense of Tantric Buddhism: History, Semiology, and Transgression in the Indian
Traditions
In Making Sense of Tantric Buddhism: History, Semiology, and
Transgression in the Indian Traditions (New York: Columbia University
Press, 201 3), Christian K. Wedemeyer attempts to move the
interpretation of tantric discourse – and in particular its antinomian
elements – beyond the traditional dichotomy of literal versus figurative,
that dominates scholarly exegesis since the inception of these studies.
Grounding his methodology in Roland Barthes’ connotative semiotics (in
itself based on, an enlarging upon, the work of Louis Hjelmslev),
Wedemeyer suggests that the traditional linguistics of Ferdinand
Saussere and its preoccupation with “natural” language, which he sees
as a dominant within the Western scholarship on Tantra, needs to be
replaced by a “second order” analysis in order fully to grasp the
intentions behind tantric textual descriptions of transgressive practices. In
order to illustrate his argument, I will simplified somewhat Wedemeyer’s
exposition and suggest that what he proposes as the interpretative tool does not consist of asking
“what do these instructions mean (denote)?” but rather “what do they imply (connote)?” For
example, if a text tells us that the practitioner needs to eat, drink, or offer to the Buddhas what are
ordinarily understood as polluting substances (such as feces, urine, and sexual fluids) - and which
is something that occurs frequently in tantric literature - according to Wedemeyer it is of no use to
ask whether this is meant literally or symbolically. So if questions of this kind are a red herring,
what is the advantage of connotative semiotics and in what manner does its application solve
ethical conundrums of this kind? In short, what these antinomian passages interpreted
connotatively suggest is the ability to enter into a non-dual state of mind that does not distinguish
between categories of pure and impure and all the related dichotomies. This is predicated on
Nagārjuna’s and Candrakīrti’s ritual instructions – structurally present as the foundation of all
Buddhist tantric rites – that contain the sequence (simplified here) of first establishing the pure spot
for practice, developing the state of compassion, understanding the nature of universal emptiness,
and then entering several times into the “maṇḍāla of ultimate reality” i.e. death, and finally reemerging into this world and performing enlightened activities (11 7). In such a context, assuming
the “omnipotent ritual identity” (11 8), the practitioner reaches the ultimate goal “in which the
deluded perceptions of things as having an intrinsic nature (pure or polluting, good or evil) is
transcended” (1 22).
Wedemeyer acknowledges that the emphasis on non-dual understanding of reality and the
concomitant practice predicated upon such understanding were already recognized as hallmarks of
this system within the academic study of Hindu Tantra (in particular in the exemplary and superb
work of Alexis Sanderson). It is his contention that the studies of Buddhist Tantra are lagging
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behind in this respect. Generally speaking, Wedemeyer’s study is primarily oriented towards the
subject of tantric language and what it entails. In the process, he is also able to make some
substantial comments related to the social context wherein tantric texts were produced and put to
practical use. In this respect, again, Wedemeyer advances insightful interpretations based on his
general argument that the texts need to be understood connotatively. He thus suggests that stories
about wild ascetics roaming freely throughout the country engaged in transgressive practices in
fact exemplify what he calls “contrived marginality.” The proposal here is that for the most part
those who were engaged in such extraordinary practices did so within the larger context of
monastic culture, were supported by the social environment, did so only occasionally (as a sort of
an intensive meditational and ritualistic retreat), and were typically literate and erudite monks or
what he calls “professional” (as opposed to “amateur”) lay disciples. In such a context,
Wedemeyer’s contention is that however transgressive-appearing on the surface many of these
practices may be, in reality what they achieved was a conservative role of supporting both the
orthodox views and the conventional social practice based on the observance of classical Buddhist
precepts.
The book already received an American Academy of Religion (AAR) Award for the Excellence in
the Study of Religion (Historical Studies). It is a dense, erudite, and insightful study that should be
of interest to all who are interested in the academic study of Tantra and in particular to those who
want to understand wider implications and intentions behind the transgressive discourse that
dominate some forms of theory and practice in certain religious, and not only tantric, traditions.
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National Officers and Local Body Contacts

O.T.O. Canada

http://www.oto-canada.org
• Frater Superior's Representative, Frater Iskandar fsr@oto-canada.org
• O.T.O. Canada Secretary, Soror L.I.T.L. - L.U.W. secretary@oto-canada.org
• O.T.O. Canada Treasurer, Frater Mercurius treasurer@oto-canada.org
• O.T.O. Canada Quartermaster, Soror Laylah quartermaster@oto-canada.org
• O.T.O. Canada Initiation Secretary, Frater Scarabaeus cis@oto-canada.org
See also the International O.T.O. website: http://www.oto.org/

Local Bodies
British Columbia
Vancouver - Daughter of Sunset Lodge

• http://www.daughterofsunset-oto.org/
• body_master@daughterofsunset-oto.org
• secretary@daughterofsunset-oto.org
• treasurer@daughterofsunset-oto.org

Victoria - Victorious City Lodge
• http://vcl-oto.org/
• info@vcl-oto.org

Ontario
Toronto - Amon Ra Lodge

• http://www.amonralodge.org/
• Amonralodgemaster@rogers.com
• amon-ralodgesecretary@oath.com

Québec
Montréal - Mystic Rose Oasis

• http://www.facebook.com/OrdoTempliOrientisMontreal
• http://mysticrose.magiqc.net/
• Secretary: fraterliber@gmail.com
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